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AUSTRALIA l John Malcolm FRASER 


Minister for Eđucation 
and Science 


On 19 August 1971 Prime 
Minister William McMahon named 
Malcolm Fraser to succeed David 
Fairbairn as Minister for Edu- 
cation and Science, a position 
Fraser had previously held dur- 
ing 1968-69. The highly intel- 
ligent and capable Minister 
subsequently served as Minister 
for Defense until March 1971, 
when he resigned from the Cabi- 
net in protest over former (1970) 
Prime Minister John Gorton's 
leadership. 


Relations with Gorton 


Formerly one of Gorton's strongest supporters 
in the Liberal Party (LP), Fraser was instrumental 
in bringing about his fall from and McMahon's rise 
to the Prime Ministership. In March 1971 a news- 
paper correspondent revealed that he had shown to 
Gorton, prior to publication, a report alleging 
that Defense Minister Fraser had used a civilian 
organization to investigate the role of the Aus- 
tralian Army in Vietnam because he did not trust 
the information received from army sources. A 
later press article reported a conversation be- 
tween Gorton and the Chief of the General Staff, 
Lt. Gen. Sir Thomas Daly, in which the latter had 
been highly critical of Fraser. Gorton, who had 
privately sided with Daly and who was keenly aware 
of Fraser's apparent ambition to become Prime Min- 
ister, did not refute these reports. Fraser then 
resigned, charging Gorton with extreme disloyalty 
to a Cabinet member. He declared that Gorton had 
imposed strains on the LP, the government and the 
public service because of his unreasoned drive to 
get his own way and, therefore, was not fit to 
hold public office. 
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AUSTRALIA John Malcolm FRASER 


Minister for Education 
and Science 


Malcolm Fraser, formerly Minister 
for the Army, was named Minister for 
Education and Science in February 1968 
to succeed John Gorton, who had been 
selected Prime Minister the previous 
month. Fraser's appointment was not 
necessarily considered a promotion, 
but his elevation to the inner 
cabinet marked him as one of the two 
most notable younger men in the 
Liberal Party (LP) parliamentary 
group. Some of the proposals Fraser 
advocated in a paper he prepared 
several years ago on tertiary educational goals 
for Australia are now in effect in the local 
universities. These include creation of colleges 
for advanced education and increased government 
commitment to the universities. Fraser is a hard- 
working, peagnapte young man who is well liked by 
his colleagues. | 


i (b)(1) 
! (b)(3) 


The youngest LP member in the federal cabinet, 
Fraser received his first ministerial appointment 
as Army Minister when the late Prime Minister 

nm i 


|Fraser gained 
considerable notoriety in late 1966 when he quoted 
from a government security report to discredit the 
motivations of the mother of a 15-year-old boy who 
had refused to participate in a military training 
program at a private school. Whereas a more 
experienced politician might have avoided the 
entire controversy, Fraser's use of a security 
report to attack a private citizen drew criticism 
from even conservative newspapers. 
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John Malcolm FRASER (cont.) 


Federal parliamentary members of the LP held 
an emergency meeting to hear Fraser's reasons for 
resigning and Gorton's reply. Despite Gorton's 
admission of his mistake in not refuting the press 
reports, he failed to receive a vote of confidence. 
The LP members then elected McMahon party leader 
(and Prime Minister) and Gorton deputy leader; 
Fraser returned to the backbenches of Parliament. 
(Gorton, who was then named to succeed Fraser as 
Defense Minister, was dismissed from the Cabinet 
in August 1971. He is publishing his rebuttal to 
an extremely critical book, The Gorton Fupertment, 
which covers his 38-month tenure as Prime Minis- 
ter.) 


Relations with McMahon 


McMahon remained silent throughout the con~ 
frontation between Fraser 


Following 


McMahon's election as party leader, Fraser public- 
ly approved of McMahon as Prime Minister and 
pledged his continued support to the party and 

the government. 


Attitudes on International Issues 


Fraser agrees with traditional party and 
government foreign and defense policies. Strongly 
anti-Communist, he has fully supported the US 
efforts in South Vietnam and has clearly indicated 
his desire to have a continued American presence 
in Asia. A longtime advocate of having Australia 
become more involved in Southeast Asian affairs 
by contributing to regional military security, he 
rejects any ideas of isolationism for his country. 


Fraser approves of his government's attempts 
to open a dialogue with the People's Republic of 
China for possible future diplomatic recognition. 


Personal Attributes 


The Australian media endorsed Fraser's 
reappointment to the Cabinet, pointing out that 
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John Malcolm FRASER (cont.) 


John Malcolm Fraser was born 21 May 1930 in 
Melbourne, Australia. He obtained an MA degree 
in philosophy, political science, and economics 
from Oxford University in 1952. Unsuccessful in 
1953 in an attempt to gain a seat in the House of 
Representatives, he ran successfully in 1955 and 
has continued to represent Wannon since that time. 
Quite active in Parliament, he served as member of 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Foreign 
Affairs (1962-66), was chairman of the Government 
Members'* Defense Committee, and was a member of 
the Council of the Australian National University 
(1964-66). Fraser was the recipient of a 60-day 
foreign leader grant to the United States in 1964. 
He visited Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and the 
Philippines in 1966 and returned to Saigon in 
1967 to visit the Australian troops. 


Fraser, one of the wealthiest members of 
Parliament, owns an 8,000-acre estate at Nareen, 
Victoria. A showpiece of modern agricultural 
methods, the property supports 21,000 sheep and 
1,400 head of prime cattle. Over six feet tall, 
with strong facial features and a powerful voice, 


[He was married to the 
former Tamara Margaret Beggs in 1956. They have 
four children, | 


| In addition 
to the family property at Nareen, e couple owns 


a large home in a fashionable district of Canberra. 
Fraser's hobbies include fishing and photography. 
He is a member of the Melbourne Club. 


April 1969 
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John Malcolm FRASER 
(cont. ) 


his ability and intelligence should not_be lost 
_to the government and to the country. 


he has earned a reputation as a hard-working, 
pragmatic Minister and a capable administrator. 
He is an ambitious, aggressive and responsible 
leader who must be regarded as a potential Prime 
Minister. 


Early Life and Career 


John Malcolm Fraser was born on 21 May 1930 
in Melbourne. He received a master's degree in 
philosophy, political science and economics from 
Oxford University in 1952. The following year 
Fraser lost his first bid for a seat in the House 
of Representatives, but he was successful in 1955. 
He has served as a member of the Joint Parliamen- 
tary Committee on Foreign Affairs (1962-66), as 
chairman of the Government Members of Defense Com- 
mittee and as a member of the Council of the Aus- 
tralian National University. 


In 1966 Fraser became Minister for the Army. 


jin late 1966 Fraser 
drew criticism even from conservative newspapers 
for using a security report to attack a private 
citizen. He used the report to discredit the 
motivations of a mother whose 15-year-old son had 
refused to participate in a military training pro- 
gram at a private school. 


During his first term as Education and Science 
Minister, Fraser demonstrated considerable knowl- 
edge of problems within the Ministry. Even before 
he assumed that post he had revealed an interest 
in education. For instance, several years ago, 
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John Malcolm FRASER (cont.) 


in a paper on tertiary educational goals for 
Australia, he advocated Proposals that have since 
been put into effect in the local universities-- 
creation of colleges for postgraduate studies and 
increased government commitment to the universities. 


While serving as Defense Minister during 1969- 
71, Fraser actively participated in the formula- 
tion of Australia's defense policy and the adminis- 
tration of his Department. He acknowledged that 
although Australia could not confront the Soviet 
Union in the Indian Ocean, it must take account of 
Soviet presence there. His Plans to locate an 
army task force in Western Australia to meet this 
threat did not materialize, however; this caused 
some observers to suggest that Fraser was probably 
fulfilling political promises to Western Australian 
LP members rather than Meeting any real strategic 
need. He was the first Defense Minister to take 
an interest in the apparent deep-seated unrest 
throughout the military services. 


Travel 


Fraser received a 60-day Foreign Leader Grant 
to visit the United States in 1964. He subsequent- 
ly made several trips to various countries in South- 
east Asia to meet with senior officials. He 
returned to the United States in 1970 to confer 
with Secretary of State William Rogers and Secre- 
tary of Defense Melvin Laird. 


Personal Data 


Fraser, who is over 6 feet tal has stron 
features and a powerful voice! 


they have four children. 


| His hobbies include 
fishing and photography. 


Fraser married eh papery Beggs in 1956: 


] Fraser owns an 8,000-acre estate 
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(John) Malcolm FRASER AUSTRALIA 


Prime Minister (since 
December 1975) 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister 


Leader of the 
Liberal Party (LP) since 
March 1975, Malcolm 
Fraser stands well to the 
right of most members of 
his basically conserva- 
tive party and is deter- 
mined to move Australian 
politics in that direc- 
tion. He has taken 
direct personal control 
of his government in an 
effort to cut spending, give more powers to state 
governments, and give average man greater "eco- 
nomic independence." | 


Foreign Policy 


The dominant voice in Australian foreign 
policy, Fraser has faced fundamental policy issues 
squarely. He has strongly endorsed the US- 
Australian alliance, has expressed the hope that 
"good working relations” with China will continue, 
and has demanded that the Soviet Union prove its 
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commitment to world peace by refraining from mili- 
tary expansion. Fraser has a strong bias against 
the USSR and is concerned that Western nations are 
being duped by the Soviets in disarmament talks. He 
also has strong doubts about the determination of 
the West to resist what he regards as the constant 
and unchanging Soviet effort to dominate Western 
Europe. In January 1980 Fraser's government strong- 
ly supported President Jimmy Carter's position not 
to send an Olympic team to Moscow unless Soviet 
troops were withdrawn from Afghanistan by mid- 
February 1980. Simultaneously, Australia agreed to 
curtail grain shipments and to sharply limit the 
export of scientific and technological equipment to 
the Soviet Union. Fraser has visited the United 
States, most recently in June 1981. 


Personal Data 


Born in Melbourne, Fraser is the son of a 
wealthy grazier (cattle farmer). He holds a mas- 
ter's degree in philosophy, political science and 
economics from Magdalen College, Oxford. In earlier 
conservative governments he served as Minister for 
the Army (1966-68), for Education and Science ‘cea 
69, 1971-72), and for Defense (1969-71). 


Fraser, 51, is a wealthy man who has a house in 
one of Canberra's fashionable districts, as well as 
an estate in Victoria, where he raises cattle and 
sheep. He enjoys fishing and photography, but he 
can be roused to real enthusiasm when talking about 
his motorcycle. Fraser married Tamara Beggs in 
Sa the couple has two sons and two daughters. 


17 July 1981 
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(John) Malcolm FRASER AUSTRALIA 
Prime Minister 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister ~~ 


Leader of the Liberal 
Party (LP) since March 
1975, Malcolm Fraser, 
45, became Prime Minis- 
ter in the coalition 
government formed after 
the electoral victory 
of the LP and the 
National Country Party 
on 13 December 1975. 

As leader of the opposi- 
tion, Fraser had been 
named caretaker Prime 
Minister on 11 November, when Australia's Governor 
General sacked Labor Prime Minister Gough Whitlam 
after a parliamentary impasse over the budget. 
Long active in the LP, he had held several Cabinet 
posts in previous conservative governments, most 
recently (August 1971-December 1972) that of 
Minister for Education and Science. Fraser also 
served earlier (November 1969-March 1971) as Minis- 
ter for Defense, and he has retained a keen 
interest in defense and foreign policy matters. 


Born in Melbourne, John Malcolm Fraser is the 
grandson of a man who came to Australia from Nova 
Scotia during the 19th-century gold rush and 
eventually became a member of the first Common- 
wealth Parliament. Malcolm Fraser received a 
master's degree with honors in philosophy, politi- 
cal science and economics from Magdalen College of 
Oxford University. First elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1955, he has been reelected 
ever since. 


Fraser visited the United States on a Leader 
Grant in 1964 and returned in 1970 as Minister of 
Defense to confer with US officials. A wealthy 
man, he owns a house in Canberra and an 8,000- 
acre estate in Victoria, where he raises cattle 
and sheep. His leisure interests include fishing 
and photography. Fraser is Married and has four 
children. f nee i 


27 February 1976 
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(John) Malcolm FRASER 


AUSTRALIA ONLY 
Prime Minister : p a 


(since December 1975) 


Addressed as: . ee 
Mr. Prime Minister 


Leader of the Liberal 
Party (LP) since March 
1975, Malcolm Fraser 
became Prime Minister 
in the coalition govern- 
ment formed after the 
electoral victory of 
the LP and the National 
Country Party in December 
1975. As leader of the 
opposition, he had 
been named caretaker Prime Minister in November, 
when Australia's Governor General sacked Labor 
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam after a parliamentary 
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and Science. He has also served 


March 1971) as Minister for Defense, and he has 


retained a keen interest in defense and foreign 
policy matters. 


Fraser was born in Melbourne, the grandson of 
aman who came to Australia from Nova Scotia during 
the 19th-century gold rush and eventually became a 


member of the first Commonweaith Parliament. He 
holds a master's degree with honors in philosophy, 
political science and economics from Magdalen 
College, Oxford. First elected to the House of 


Representatives in 1955, he has been reelected ever 
since. 


A Leader Grantee in 1964, Fraser visited Wash- 
ington most recently in July 1976. He is a wealthy 
man, owning a house in Canberra and an 8,000-acre 
estate in Victoria, where he raises cattle and 
sheep. His leisure interests include fishing, 
photography, and motorcycling. Fraser, 47, is 
married and has four children. 


CR M 77-12922 
6 June 1977 


Approved for Release: 2021/08/25 C06893589 


Approved for Release: 2021/08/25 C06893591 


crAjee [n-iga q 


(John) Malcolm FRASER MICROFILMER vara 


Prime Minister 
(since December 1975) 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister 


Leader of the Liberal 
Party (LP) since March 
1975, Malcolm Fraser 
became Prime Minister 
in the LP-National Country 
Party coalition government 
formed after the December 
1975 general election. 
As leader of the opposi- 
tion, he had been named 
caretaker Prime Minister 
in November, when Australia's Governor General 
dismissed Labor Prime Minister Gough Whitlam after 
a parliamentary impasSé over the budget. His 
coalition government was returned to office ina 


landslide victory on 10 December 1977. Long active 
in the LP, Fraser has held several Cabinet posts 

in previous conservative governments, including 
those of Minister for Defense (1969-71) and Min- 
ister for Education and Science (1971-72). 


Fraser was born in Melbourne, the grandson of 
a man who came to Australia from Nova Scotia during 
the 19th-century gold rush and eventually became 
a member of the first Commonwealth Parliament. He 
holds a master's degree with honors in philosophy, 
political science and economics from Magdalen 
College, Oxford. First elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1955, he has been reelected 
ever since. 


A US Leader Grantee in 1964, Fraser visited 
Washington most recently in June 1977. He is a 
wealthy man, owning a house in Canberra and an 
estate in Victoria, where he raises cattle and 
sheep. His leisure interests include fishing, 
photography, and motorcycling. — Fraser, 47, is 
married to the former Tamara Beggs and has four 
children. 


CR M 78-10468 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 


(John) Malcolm FRASER AUSTRALIA ` 


Prime Minister (since 
December 1975) OFFICE OF 


CENTRAL REFERENCE 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister 


Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser's 
government will retain power in 
federal elections that must be 
held no later than November 
1983, but the results will be 
close. Since 1980, when Fraser 
led a coalition of his Liberal q 
Party and the National Country Party to a comfortable 
victory, his government has lost support. We believe 
this happened mainly because of the serious deteriora- 
tion in the Australian economic situation. Revelations 


about poor management and malfeasance in several govern- 
ment departments contributed to his loss of support., ~ 


raser has maintained exceptionally harmonious relations 


with the United States and has supported this country 
on important international issues even when it was 
unpopular in Australia to do so. he 
fully shares US views on the seriousness of the Soviet 
threat and the importance of a strong Western defense 
posture. He has encouraged the strengthening of ANZUS 
military capabilities in the Indian Ocean, offering 
home port facilities for a US carrier battle group 

and encouraging US ship visits to his country. Fraser 
made an official visit to Washington in May_1982 and 
returned home via Ottawa. Tokyo. and Seoul. 


CR M 83-10203 
25 January 1983 
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with China will continue, and has demanded that the 
Soviet Union prove its commitment to world peace by 
refraining from military expansion, Fraser has a 
strong bias against the USSR and is concerned that 
Western nations are being duped by the Soviets in dis- 
armament talks. He also has strong doubts about the 
determination of the West to resist what he regards as 
the constant and unchanging Soviet effort to dominate 
Western Europe. In January 1980 Fraser's government 
strongly supported then President Jimmy Carter's posi- 
tion not to send an Olympic team to Moscow unless Sovi- 
et troops were withdrawn from Afghanistan by mid- 
February 1980. Simultaneously, Australia agreed to 
curtail grain shipments and to sharply limit the export 
of scientific and technological equipment to the Soviet 
Union. Fraser has visited the United States, most re- 
cently in June 1981. 


Personal Data 


Born in Melbourne, Fraser is the son of a wealthy 
grazier (cattle farmer). He holds a master's degree in 
philosophy, political science, and economics from Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford. In earlier conservative govern- 
ments he served as Minister for the Army (1966-68), for 
Education and Science (1968-69, 1971-72), and for De- 
fense (1969-71). 


Fraser, 51, is a wealthy man who has a house in 
one of Canberra's fashionable districts, as well as an 
estate in Victoria, where he raises cattle and sheep. 
He enjoys fishing and photography, but he can be roused 
to real enthusiasm when talking about his motorcycle. 
Fraser is married to the former Tamara Beggs and has 
two sons and two daughters. 


12 April 1982 
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(John) Malcolm FRASER AUSTRALIA 


Prime Minister (since Decem- 
ber 1975) 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister 


i 


Leader of the Liberal 
Party (LP) since March 1975, 
Malcolm Fraser stands well to 
the right of most members of 
his basically conservative 
party and is determined to 
move Australian politics in 
that direction. He has taken 
direct personal control of his 
government in an effort to cut 
spending, give more powers to 
state governments, and give 
the average man greater “economic independence." The 
faltering of the economy in recent months and the de- 
feat of the LP-National Country Party (NCP) coalition 
government in Fraser's home state of Victoria in April 
1982 have combined to weaken his position. He nonethe- 
less successfully withstood a challenge to his leader- 
ship by his longtime party rival and former Foreign 
Minister, Andrew Peacock, at a party caucus on 8 April. 


| DE (b)(3) 


Foreign Policy 


The dominant voice in Australian foreign policy, 
Fraser has faced fundamental policy issues squarely. 
He has strongly endorsed the US-Australian alliance, 
has expressed the hope that "good working relations" 
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|In his first major foreign 


policy speech to Parliament, in June 1976, he 
strongly endorsed the US-Australian alliance; 
expressed the hope that "good working relations" 
with the People’s Republic of China would continue; 
and demanded that the Soviet Union prove its 
commitment to world peace by restraining its 
military expansionism. Fraser has a strong bias 
against the USSR and is concerned that Western 
nations are being duped by the Soviets in 
disarmament talks. He also has strong doubts 
about the determination of the West to resist what 
he believes to be the constant and unchanging 
Soviet effort to dominate Western Europe. He has 
visited Washington, most recently in June 1977. 


Personal Data 


Born in Melbourne, Fraser is the son of a 
wealthy grazier (cattle farmer). He attended the 
prestigious Melbourne Grammar School and received 
a master's degree in philosophy, political science 
and economics from Magdalen College, Oxford. In 
earlier conservative governments he served as 
Minister for the Army (1966-68), for Education and 

Science (1968-69; 1971-72) and for Defense (1969-71). 


Fraser, 48, is a wealthy man, who has a house 
in one of Canberra's fashionable districts, as 
well as an estate in Victoria, where he raises 
cattle and sheep. He lists his leisure interests 
as fishing and photography, but he can be roused 
to real enthusiasm when talking about his motorcycle. 
Fraser married Tamara Beggs in 1956: the couple 
has two sons and two daughters. (b)(6) 
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(John) Malcolm FRASER AUSTRALIA 


Prime Minister 
(since December 1975) 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister 


Leader of the Liberal 
Party (LP) since March 
1975, Malcolm Fraser 
stands well to the right 
of most members of his 
basically conservative 
party and is determined 
to move Australian poli- 
tics in that direction. 

He has taken direct per- 
sonal control of his 
government in an effort to cut spending, give more 
powers to state governments, and give the average 
man greater "economic independence." The unexpected 
landslide victory of Fraser's LP-National Country 
Party coalition government in elections held on 10 
December 1977 greatly strengthened his political 
position and will give him at least another three 
years to pursue his goal of reducing inflation. 


Foreign Policy 


The dominant voice in Australian foreign (b)(1) 
policy, Fraser believes in facing fundamental (b)(3) 
policy issues squarely. 

(cont. ) 
R M 78-12827 (b)(3) 


Approved for Release: 2021/08/25 C06893597 


Approved for Release: 2021/08/25 C06893596 


(b)(3) 


Personal Data 


Born in Melbourne, Fraser, 47, is the son of a 
wealthy grazier (cattle farmer). He attended the 
prestigious Melbourne Grammar School and received a 
master's degree in-philosophy, political science and 
economics from Magdalen College, Oxford. 


A wealthy man, Fraser maintains a house in one of 
Canberra's fashionable districts as well as an 8,000- 
acre estate in Victoria, where he raises cattle and 
sheep. He lists his leisure interests as fishing and 
photography, but he can be roused to real enthusiasm 
when talking about his motorcycle. Fraser married Tamara 
Beggs in 1956, and the and two 


Career Highlights 


1955 Elected to the House of 
Representatives 


1966-68 Minister for the Army 


1968-69; 1971~72 Minister for Education and 
Science 


1969-71 Minister for Defense 


Jan~Aug 1973 Shadow Minister for Primary 
Industry 


1973-75 Shadow Minister for Labor 
Mar 1975-date Leader of the Liberal Party 


Dec 1975-date Prime Minister 


26 May 1977 
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(John) Malcolm FRASER AUSTRALIA 


Prime Minister 
(since December 1975) 


Addressed as: 
Mr. Prime Minister 
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Leader of the Lib- 
eral Party, Malcolm 
Fraser stands well to 
the right of most members 
of his basically conser- 
vative party and is 
determined to move 
Australian politics .in.. 
that direction. He has 
taken direct personal 
control of his government in an effort to cut spending, 
restore more powers to state governments, and give the 
average man greater "economic independence." His top 
priority has been to control inflation, but both 
inflation and unemployment remain unsolved problems 
that threaten his government no less seriously than 
they did its predecessor. He visited Washington 
most recently in July 1976. 


The dominant voice in Australian foreign policy, 
Fraser believes in facing fundamental policy issues 


squ 
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(b)(1) 
| In his first major foreign policy speech (b)(3) 

to Parliament, in June 1976, he strongly endorsed 

the US-Australian alliance; expressed the hope that 

“good working relations" with the People's:Republic 

of China would continue; and demanded that the 

Soviet Union prove its commitment to world peace by 

restraining.its.military expansionism. Fraser has 

a strong bias against the USSR and is concerned that 

Western nations are being duped by the Soviets in 

disarmament talks. He also has strong doubts about 

the determination of the West to resist what he 

believes to be the constant and unchanging Soviet 

effort to dominate Western Europe. 


(cont.) 
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after a reorganization in August 1973 he was designated as Shadow Minister 
for Labor, a post he held until he became party leader. 


Travel 


Fraser first visited the United States on a 60-day Foreign Leader Grant in 
1964. He returned in 1970 as Minister for Defense to confer with then 
Secretary of State William Rogers and Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird. As 
Prime Minister, he made an official visit to Washington in July 1976. Since 
taking office he has also visited Malaysia and Singapore (January 1976); New 
Zealand (March); the PRC, Japan and the Philippines (June); and Indonesia 
(October). : 


Personal Data 


A wealthy man, Fraser drives a Mercedes and maintains a house in one of 
Canberra’s fashionable districts as well as an 8,000-acre estate in Victoria, 
where he raises cattle and sheep. He lists his leisure interests as fishing and 
photography, but he can be roused to real enthusiasm when talking about his 
motorcycle. 


In 1956 Fraser married Tamara Beggs 


They have four children: Mark, 18; Angela, 17; Hugh, 14; and Phoebe, 10. 
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of Representatives in 1953 but was successful in 1955. He has been reelected 
ever since as a representative of Wannon, Victoria, a rural constituency 
devoted primarily to raising cattle, grain and sheep. During the early 1960's 
Fraser served as chairman of the Government Members’ Defense Committee 
and as a member of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Foreign Affairs 
(1962-66) and the Council of Australian National University (1964-66). 


In recent years Fraser has revealed that, after spending 10 years in 
Parliament waiting in vain for a Cabinet assignment, he was on the verge of 
abandoning politics. He was spared that decision when the late Harold Holt 
became Prime Minister and appointed him Minister for the Army in January 
1966. The youngest member of Holt’s Cabinet, Fraser handled his duties well 


After Holt’s death, John Gorton became Prime Minister in January 1968, 
and in February he appointed Fraser Minister for Education and Science. 
Fraser again scored an impressive record in handling those responsibilities. 
Gorton transferred him to the post of Minister for Defense in November 1969. 


Party Feuds 


Fraser, who was one of the three LP members who promoted Gorton’s 
candidacy for party leadership in 1968, was initially one of Gorton’s strongest 
supporters. By early 1971, however, rumors of growing discord between the 
two men were confirmed when it was revealed that each had leaked to the 
press embarrassing information about the other. The controversy involved 
alleged army dissatisfaction with Fraser's leadership and Gorton’s refusal to 
back his Defense Minister in public. Fraser resigned on 7 March 1971. Two 
days later he launched a bitter attack on Gorton in Parliament, charging that 
the Prime Minister was disloyal to his Cabinet and unfit to hold office. At an 
emergency meeting of the Federal Parliamentary LP, Gorton failed to win a 
vote of confidence, and William McMahon was elected party leader, thus 
succeeding Gorton as Prime Minister. 


[The new Prime Minister did not include Fraser in his first _ 


Cabinet, but in August 1971, after Fraser had come in third in the voting for 
deputy LP leader, McMahon appointed him Minister for Education and 
Science. Fraser held that post until the Labor government took office in 
December 1972. 


Positions in the Opposition 


Fraser was elected to the LP Federal Executive in January 1978. At that 
time he was also chosen to serve as Shadow Minister for Primary Industry; 
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and Watergate had undermined US self-confidence and that undue world 
criticism had produced ‘‘some concern about America’s capacity to act with 
full effect around the world.” He expressed the hope that “good working 
relations” with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) would continue, and he 
demanded that the Soviet Union prove its commitment to world peace by 
restraining its military expansionism. 


Fraser repeated his charges against the Soviets and his concerns about the 
ability of the United States to conduct foreign policy effectively during a visit 
to the PRC in June. The transcript of his conversation with PRC Premier Hua 
Kuo-feng, which also included some candid references to the actions of several 
other countries, was leaked to the press and caused the Prime Minister 
considerable embarrassment. 


Fraser's strong anti-Soviet line has provoked some relatively restrained 


protests 


[but the Australian public is apparently 


satisfied with the basic direction of his foreign policy statements. 


The Prime Minister is unquestionably the dominant voice in Australia’s 
foreign policy. He believes in facing fundamental policy issues squarely. 


A Respected Leader 


Fraser is one of the LP’s brightest and most capable officials. His party 
selected him for the post of leader in the hope that he could provide the firm 
guidance and policy direction that his predecessor had not been able to give. 


Early Life and Career 


John Malcolm Fraser was born in Melbourne on 21 May 1930. He is the 
son of a wealthy grazier (gentleman farmer) and the grandson of a Scotsman 
who came to Australia from Nova Scotia during the 19th century gold rush 
and eventually became a member of the Victorian Legislative Council and 
the first Commonwealth Parliament. Educated at the prestigious Melbourne 
Grammar School, Malcolm Fraser received a master’s degree in philosophy, 
political science and economics from Magdalen College of Oxford University 
in 1952. 


After finishing school, Fraser returned to the family ranch and began 
thinking about a political career. He lost his first bid for election to the House 


Approved for Release: 2021/08/25 C06893595 


(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 


VY 
(b)(3) 


Approved for Release: 2021/08/25 C06893595 


~N a 


AUSTRALIA (John) Malcolm FRASER 


Prime Minister 


On 18 December 1975 the conser- 
vative Liberal-National Country Party 
coalition received the largest parlia- 
mentary majority in Australia’s his- 
tory. Installed as head of the new 
government was Malcolm Fraser, who 
since March 1975 has been leader of 
the Liberal Party (LP), the senior 
member of the coalition. As leader of 
the opposition, he had become care- 
taker Prime Minister on 11 November 
1975, when Governor General Sir John 
Kerr sacked Labor Prime Minister 
Gough Whitlam after a lengthy parlia- 
mentary impasse over the budget. A 
strong conservative, Fraser stands well 
to the right of most members of his basically conservative party and is 
determined to move Australian politics in that direction. 


(1975) 


Economic Views—Reliance on Private Initiative 


Fraser focused his 1975 campaign on the economy, emphasizing the 
Labor government's very real vulnerabilities—inflation and unemployment. 
A classic free enterprise man, he stressed the role of private business and 
promised to protect Australian industry by encouraging expansion of domestic 
production. He has pledged to slash government spending, restore to the states 
many of the powers assumed by the federal government, and give the average 
man greater “economic independence.” Fraser has said that his government's 
top priority is controlling inflation, but both inflation and unemployment 
remain unsolved problems that threaten his government no less seriously than 
they did its predecessor. 


Foreign Policy—Return to Conservatism 


Foreign policy was not a major issue in the 1975 campaign, but Fraser 
made it clear that he intended some major changes, primarily to reverse the 
drift away from the Western alliance and concomitant overtures to 
Communist and Third World countries that had characterized the Labor 
government's international outlook. After the election he lost no time in 
conveying his basic foreign policy attitudes, and in June 1976 he made his 
first major speech to Parliament on that subject. Fraser strongly endorsed the 
alliance with the United States, although he cautioned that the Vietnam war 
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John Malcolm FRASER 
(cont. ) 


at Nareen, Victoria. The property, a showpiece of 
modern agricultural methods, supports a large num- 
ber of sheep and prime cattle. The couple also 


owns a large home in a fashionable district of 
Canberra. 


October 1971 
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